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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Examiner: Shobha Kantamneni 



Suping Jiang, et al. 



Group Art Unit: 1617 



SeriaiNo.: 10/600,446 
Filing Date: June 20, 2003 

For: ANTIMALARIAL ACTIVITIES AND THERAPEUTIC PROPERTIES OF 
FEBRIFUGINE ANALOGUES 



Honorable Commissioner Of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's restriction requirement of the Office Action, dated 
June 14, 2006, Applicants elect Group I [claim 1 (in part), 2-1 1, and 27-31] with traverse. 
The Applicants retain their right to file a divisional on the non-elected claims. However, 
the Applicants respectfully request that the restriction requirement be withdrawn and all 
pending claims be examined on their merits, for the reasons given below. 

Applicants respectfully disagree that the claims as grouped by the Examiner are 
patentably distinct from one another and subsequently an undue burden for the purposes 
of conducting a search and subsequent examination. See Examiner's Action at page 3. 
Applicants are aware of the U.S. classification system, and are aware that each of the 
cited derivatives is distinctly classified. However, the claims of the present invention are 
not directed to separate and distinct compounds. Rather, all of the claims are directed to 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



a method of treating protozoan infections with febrifugine and its named derivatives. 
Unless the Examiner is resorting to hand searching, an electronic search would have to be 
approached from the standpoint of the method of treatment. Any other search strategy 
would be ineffective. Thus, the Examiner's assertion that a search would involve an 
individual search of each and every derivative is inaccurate and the Examiner's position, 
that the claims are patentably distinct, is without merit. 

Applicants must also respectfully point out that the Examiner is in error with 
respect to her position regarding the recitation of therapeutic methods and therapeutic 
preparations. See Examiner's Action, June 14, 2006, page 4, lines 4-5. No therapeutic 
preparations are recited in the present claims. 

Finally, the Examiner asserts that an undue burden would be placed upon the 
office because both patent and non-patent literature will have to be searched. See id at 
line 10. Historically, this area of technology is predominantly non-patent literature based, 
as exemplified by the plethora of publications in this present application and the citations 
in prior-art patents. Applicants are also aware that examination of applications in this area 
of technology routinely includes searches of the USPTO patent databases and 
commercial publication databases. Limiting a search to patent based documents would be 
incomplete. Therefore, the Applicants find the Examiner's position without merit. 

This response is timely filed and no additional fees are required. However, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees, credit any overpayments and charge any 
additional fee(s) or any underpayment of fee(s) to Deposit Account Number 210380, as 
relevant to the filing of this response. 
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Please direct any written communication to Ms. Elizabeth Arwine, Esq.; Staff 
Judge Advocate Office; Department of the Army; U.S. Army Medical Research and 
Materiel Command; 504 Scott Street; Fort Detrick, Maryland 21702-5012. Please direct 
all telephonic communications to Ms. Abby Bhattacharyya, Esq. at (410) 964-9553 



Sincerely, 
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